For Immediate Release: 11 October 2018

Yorkshire continues to break tourism records
A record-breaking number of international visitors were welcomed to Yorkshire
during the first half of 2018, outperforming any other region in England.
Compared to the same period in 2017, visitors to Yorkshire increased by 8% with
647,000 international tourists visiting the county between January and June 2018.
Spend has also increased during the first half of the year, by 1%. (Data published by
VisitBritain)
Yorkshire is also the only region to see an increase in both spend and visitor
numbers for this period.
The announcement comes just a month before Welcome to Yorkshire’s White Rose
Awards, the UK’s biggest celebration of tourism, taking place in Harrogate on 12th
November.
Chief Executive of Welcome to Yorkshire, Sir Gary Verity DL said: “We’re thrilled
that Yorkshire has bucked the national trend and experienced a record breaking six
months for overseas visitors.
“This wonderful news gives us even more reasons to celebrate at the upcoming
White Rose Awards next month - a fantastic ‘Big Night Out’ where we will raise a
glass to a hugely successful year for tourism in Yorkshire.
“Every single business should be extremely proud of the huge amount of hard work
put in to ensure Yorkshire remains a world class destination. It’s great to see
everyone’s commitment paying off.
“Next year, with the fifth edition of the Tour de Yorkshire and the UCI Road World
Championships, the county has two massive opportunities to showcase itself to the
world and continue to attract international visitors.’
Yorkshire folk singer Kate Rusby has been confirmed to perform at this year’s White
Rose Awards, which will be hosted by BBC Look North’s Harry Gration and Amy
Garcia.
Tickets to the White Rose Awards are available via wra.yorkshire.com.

Information about the finalists can be found here https://wra.yorkshire.com/finalists
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Editors’ Notes:

This report is based on the latest International Passenger Survey (IPS) data released by the
Office for National Statistics (ONS): https://www.visitbritain.org/latest-quarterly-data-area

•
•
•

•

Welcome to Yorkshire is the official destination management organisation for
Yorkshire, working to grow the county’s visitor economy.
Welcome to Yorkshire is a not-for-profit membership organisation, funded in
part by grants, sponsorship and Welcome to Yorkshire members. All money
raised is reinvested directly back into promoting Yorkshire.
Key facts include:
• Tourism in Yorkshire is worth £8 billion annually
• The county’s tourism and hospitality industry employs almost a quarter of
a million people
Tag Welcome to Yorkshire in any coverage on Twitter and Facebook using our
handles: @welcome2yorks and https://www.facebook.com/welcometoyorkshire
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