Tuesday 23 January 2018
OFFICIAL TOUR DE YORKSHIRE ARTIST CONFIRMED WITH 100 DAYS TO GO!
To celebrate 100 days to go until the start of the 2018 Tour de Yorkshire, Welcome to Yorkshire has
confirmed Lucy Pittaway will be the race’s official artist for a third successive year.
Lucy beat off stiff competition to be awarded the title in 2016 and the partnership has flourished in
the time since then. Her first commission ‘Hills, Dales and Woolly Tails’ proved hugely popular with
cycling fans and art aficionados alike, and the ‘Pedals, Passion and Glory’ piece in 2017 was also a
significant success.
New for 2018 – instead of creating just one official print – Lucy will be producing a series of five
bespoke Tour de Yorkshire pieces which will be exclusively unveiled at Welcome to Yorkshire’s flagship
Y18 event at Bradford’s Alhambra Theatre on Wednesday 21 March.
The show is free of charge and provides an opportunity for businesses across the county to discover
what’s new, big and happening in Yorkshire to attract visitors and tourists over the coming year.
Between now and then, Welcome to Yorkshire and Lucy will unveil a series of teasers on social media
before the final designs are revealed in their entirety.
The prints will be created in Lucy’s signature style which involves blending soft pastels onto board by
hand to create vibrant pictures which celebrate cycling and pay tribute to Yorkshire’s countryside and
industrial townscapes.
Sir Gary Verity, Chief Executive of Welcome to Yorkshire, said: “We are delighted to be teaming up
with Lucy again and continuing our partnership. Her creations are always a joy to behold – bright,
colourful and full of life – and we’re in for a real treat this year with no-less than five specialist pieces
being produced.
“The countdown to the 2018 Tour de Yorkshire is very much on now and we’re all working tirelessly
to ensure the fourth edition on 3-6 May will be the biggest and best one yet.”
Lucy Pittaway said: “I am thrilled to be asked to be the official artist for the Tour de Yorkshire for a
third successive year. With my home town of Richmond being an official start, it makes this year even

more special. Welcome to Yorkshire are so supportive and a great team to work alongside, and the
challenge for me is even greater than in previous years as I will be painting a collection of five official
pieces this year! I hope to create something that will be seen as a unique memento of an incredible
race and spectacle in our region, and I am once again incredibly proud to be a little part of the event”.
For more information on Lucy Pittaway’s work and wider collections, go to www.lucypittaway.co.uk
If you’re looking forward to the 2018 Tour de Yorkshire there’s plenty of ways to get involved.
Roadshows are currently being held across the county which provide information on how to make the
most of the race. Dates are being added all the time and details on how to register can be found at
http://letouryorkshire.com/information/roadshows
Feeling fit? Then why not tackle parts of the 2018 route for yourself by taking part in the Maserati
Tour de Yorkshire Ride. The three routes on offer are suitable for all abilities and culminate on the
same finish line as the pros. Find out more at https://letouryorkshire.com/maserati-tour-deyorkshire-ride
Welcome to Yorkshire are also on the lookout for volunteer Tour Makers. These are a passionate and
reliable team who will provide a warm welcome to the millions of fans who descend on the county
during the four days of action. Being a Tour Maker offers a fantastic opportunity to be part of the race
and more information on how to become one can be found at http://letouryorkshire.com/tourmakers
And last but not least, if you’d like to attend the Y18 event on Wednesday 21 March, you can register
now at https://industry.yorkshire.com/marketing/y18
ENDS
Notes to editors:
•

The Tour de Yorkshire was launched in 2015 as a legacy of the 2014 Grand Départ. It is
organised by Welcome to Yorkshire and the Amaury Sport Organisation.
•
The men’s race holds a 2.1 UCI Europe Tour classification.
•
The Asda Women’s Tour de Yorkshire was awarded 1.2 status in 2016.
•
2.2 million spectators lined the route for the 2017 edition, up from 2 million in 2016.
•
The 2017 edition was watched by 9.7 million TV viewers in 180 countries.
•
The 2017 edition generated £64 million for the Yorkshire economy.
•
The race is supported by Yorkshire Bank, Yorkshire Bank Bike Libraries, Asda, Dimension Data,
Virgin Trains East Coast, Tissot, Le Coq Sportif, Mug Shot, RAGT Seeds, Named Sport and Mavic.
For further information, contact:
Nick Howes – Head of Sports Media
Email: nhowes@yorkshire.com
Direct: 0113 322 3505
Mobile: 07590 96482

